Chwong mudi: SACH AI CA (¥)

Michael D. Guinan, O.F.M.
Tai licu Tham khao

1.Binh lugn/Nghién ciru:

Albrektson, A. B., Studies in the Text and Theology of Lamentations [Nghién ctru vé Vin ban va Than hoc cuia
Ai Ca] (Lund, 1963).

Fuerst, W.J., The Five Scrolls [Nam Sach cuon](CBC; Cambridge, 1975).

Gordis, R., Lamentations [Ai ca] (NY, 1974).

Gottlieb, H., Lamentations (Arhus, 1978).

Gottwald, N., Studies in the Book of Lamentations [Nghién ctru vé& Sach Ai ca] (Chicago, 1954).

Harrison, R. K., Lamentations (Downers Grove, 1973).

Hillers, D. H., Lamentations (AB 7 A; GC, 1972).

Kaiser, O., Klagelieder [Ai Ca] (ATD; Géttingen, 1981).

Meek, T. J., " Lamentations," /B 6. 3-38.

Bai viet:

Barre, M. va J. Kselman, " New Exodus, Covenant and Restoration in Psalm 23 [Cudc Xuét hanh méi, Giao
wdc va Su phuc hdi trong Thanh vinh 23]," WLSGF 97-127.

Cross, F. M., " Studies in the Structure of Hebrew Verse: The Prosody of Lamentations 1:1-22 [Nghién ctru vé
Cau trac clia Cau tho tiéng Do Thai: Van van clia Ai ca 1:1-22]," WLSGF 129-55.

Gelin, A., " Lamentations (Livre des) [Sach Ai Ca]," DBSup 5. 237-51.

Johnson, B., "Form and and Message in Lamentations [hinh thirc va st diép trong Ai Cal," ZAW 97 (1985) 58-
73.

Lanahan, W. F., "The Speaking Voice in the Book of Lamentations [Gigng ndi ndi trong Sach Ai Ca]," JBL 93
(1974) 41-49.

McDaniel, T. F., "Philological Studies in Lamentations [ Cac nghién ctru Ngir hoc trong Ai Ca]," Bib 49 (1968)
27-53.

Mintz, A., "The Rhetoric of Lamentations [tu tir trong Ai Ca]," Prooftexts 2 (1982) 1-17.

Tigay, J. H., " Lamentations, Book of, [Ai Ca, Sach]" Encjud 10. 1368-75.

Din Nhip

2. (). Twa dé, Vin ban va Qui dién. Trong MT cudn sach nay 14y tén tir chit mo dau 'ékd,
"6i 1am sao," mot chit mé dau dic trung cia moét 101 than tho (1: 1; 2: 1;4:1; xem 2 Sm 1:25;
Is 1:21; Gr 48:17). Talmud (b. B. Bat 1 Sa) va truyén théng gido si goi né 1a gindt, mot tiéu
dé duoc phan anh trong Ban Bay Muoi 1a threnoi, trong ban Pho Thong 1a Threni hodc Ai Ca,
va Ai Ca cuia cac ban dich hién dai. Van ban tiéng Do Thai da nhan dugc ¢ trong tinh trang
turong d6i tot, nhung van c6 nhirng chd trong d6 ban dich, ct phap va y nghia chinh xac van
con mo ho. Ban Bay Muoi khong phai luc nao ciing hitu ich vi ban dich ctia n6 bam sat kha
chat ché véi MT (Albrektson, Studies 208-13; Hillers, Lamentations xxxix-xl).

Tinh chinh thong ctia Ai Ca chua bao gio bi tranh chap, nhung vi tri ctia n6 trong qui dién
thay d6i trong hai truyén théng vin ban chinh. Theo truyén thong Do Théi, né nam & phan
thir ba, tirc phén thanh thu, & nhiéu noi khac nhau, cudi cung duoc dinh vi nhu mot phén cua
megillot, tdc ndm "Sach Cudn", dugc doc vao cac ngay 18 khac nhau cta nguoi Do Thai.
Truyén théng Hy Lap va Latinh dt no vao phan thi hai, tirc phan tién tri, gin lién véi tén cia
Gié-ré-mi-a, va thuong dugc bao trudce béng thong bao, "Va sau khi Israel bi bét 1am ta binh
va Giérusalem bi tan pha, dd xay ra viéc Gié-ré-mi-a ngdi khoc va than thd véi 16i than thé
nay vé Giérusalem va néi ... "



3. (II). B6i canh lich sir va Tac gia. Vao nam 587, ngay 7 (2 Cac Vua 25:8-9) hodc ngay 10
(Gié-ré-mi-a 52:12) cua thang thu 5, tirc thang Ab (thang 7-8), nguoi Ba-by-lon da pha huy
Gié-ru-sa-lem va Pén the cia no va truc xuit mot bd phan 16n dan s6, chi dé lai nhirng nguoi
nghéo nhit va yéu nhat (2 Cac Vua 24:8-25:30, Gié-ré-mi-a 39; 52). Nam bai tho twong tmg
v6i nam chuong ctia Ai Ca gan nhu chic chin duoc sang tac tai Palestine dé Gmg pho véi
cudc khung hoang nay trong doi song chinh tri, xa hoi va ton gido cua Israel cb thoi. Vi mot
) nghi thuce tang 18 van tiép tuc dugc thuc hién tai dia diém Dén tho sau khi no bi phé huy
(Gié-ré-mi-a 41:4-5; Da-ca-ri-a 7:1-5; 8:18-19), nén c6 thé nhitng 161 than khoc nay da dugc
sir dung trong bdi canh nhu vay.

Chinh céc bai tho thi déu 4n danh. Mic du c6 thé c6 nhiéu hon mot tac gia tham gia, nhung
phong cach, ndi dung va tir vung chung chi ra mét nguoi. Vi chiing hau nhu khéng chira
thong tin lich st nao (D. Hillers, CurTM 10 (1983) 155-61), nén nhiing nd lyc lién hé nhing
bai tho nay cu thé hon véi cac tinh hudng hodc phe phai cu thé trong Israel 1a mang rat nhiéu
tinh suy doan.

Nhu da luu y, mot truyén thong rat lau doi cho ring Gié-ré-mi-a 1a tic gia cua nhimng bai tho
nay. Diéu ndy c6 vé duya trén thong tin trong 2 Sb 35:25 cho ring 6ng da sang tac nhimng bai
than thd vé cai chét cua Gid-si-gia (Josiah) va nhitng bai nay da duoc truyén lai va lwu giir
trong "cac ai ca". Niém tin sai 1am rang Ai Ca 4:20 am chi Gi6-si-gia s& dan dén viéc két ndi
Ai Ca v6i Gié-ré-mi-a, nguoi da trd thanh nguoi bao trg ciia nhitng 161 than tho, cling nhu
M6-sé ddi véi 18 luat, Pa-vit v6i cac thanh vinh va Sa-16-mén véi khon ngoan. Bit dau tur thé
ky 18, nén hoc thuat hién dai da thach thuc truyén thong nay va gan nhu nhét tri bac bo né.
Céc lap luan tir phong cach va tir vung thi khong chéc chin, nhung cac ciu hoi vé ndi dung
c6 trong lugng hon. Hay tuong phan, thi dy, 1: 10 voi Gr 7:7,14; 2:9 v6i Gr 42:4; 4:17 voi Gr
2:18; 37:5-10; 4:20 véi Gr 24:8-10; 37:17. Hon nira, sé dé dang giai thich viéc tén cua Gié-
ré-mi-a dugc gén vao mot tac phém 4n danh luc ban dau hon 1a viéc mét tac gid Gié-ré-mi-a
chan chinh bi that lac hoan toan trong truyén théng van ban tiéng Do Thai (Gelin, DBSup 5.
248-50; Hillers, Lamentations xix-xxiii; Gordis, Lamentations 124-26).

4. (III). Soan tic thi ca. V& hai yéu t6 co ban cua dong tho Do Thai, 16i song ddi
[parallelism] va nhip diéu, Ai Ca cho thiy nhiing diéu ddc thi. Ngoai trir chwong 5, hon 40
phﬁn tram céac dong tho khong cho théy tinh song ddi thue su (hodc, theo thuat ngir truyén
thdng, song dbi tong hop), d6i khi khién viéc xac dinh vi tri ngat nghi trong dong tho trd nén
kho khan. Nhip di¢u da dugc mo ta 1a nhip gind (than van), 3 trong am theo sau 1a 2 trong
am. T4t nhat, nhip 3 + 2 1a nhip chu dao trong cudn séach, nhung cac mo hinh khac (vi du: 3 +
3,2 + 2) x4y ra ngau nhién. Nguoi ta con dat cau hoi thém lidu day co duge mo ta dung 1a
mot nhip tho gind hay khong vi mot mat, né khong xut hién trong tat ca cac bai than thd (vi
du: 2 Sm 1: 17-27) va mit khac, no dugc st dung trong cac bdi canh khong phai 1a bai than
thd (vi du: Is 1: 10-12; Diém ca 1: 9-11); xem Hillers, Lamentations xxx-xxxv; Gordis,
Lamentations 117-24).

O binh dién t6 chtc tiép theo, cac dong dugc sip xép thanh cac kho tho dura trén van chir cai
Do Thai gém 22 chit cai. Nhitng chit viét tat twong tw xuat hién & nhimg noi khéc trong Cuu
Udc (- Sirach, 32: 4) ciing nhu trong van hoc Can Dong c6 thoi khong phai Kinh thanh
(ANET 438). Muc dich chinh xé4c cua thiét bi chit viét tit nay van chwa rd rang; nhiéu goi y
khac nhau di dugc dua ra. N6 gitp hd tro tri nhé khi doc truwée cong chung, gitp day bang



chit cai, thé hién k¥ nang cua tac gia, thé hién sy déy da hoac hoan chinh (A. Ceresko, V'T 35
(1985) 99-104; Gottwald, Studies 23-32).

Céc bai tho cho thiy su khac biét c4 thé trong cach sir dung chir viét tat. Ba bai dau tién gom
66 dong dugc chia thanh 22 kho tho, mdi khé bat dau bang mot chir cai lién tiép ciia bang
chir cai. Trong chwong 1 va 2, chi c6 dong dau tién ctia mdi kho tho bit dau bang chit cai
twong tng, trong khi & chuong 3, mdi dong cua kho tho bét dau bang chir cai ¢6. Chuong 4
ngén hon, c6 44 dong, 22 khé tho, mdi khd 2 dong; chuong 5 1a ngén nhat véi chi 22 dong;
ngoai ra, n6 thiéu hinh thirc chir viét tit. Khong rd Iy do, cac chuong 2, 3, 4 dédo nguogc chir
cai thu 16 (‘ayin) va thir 17 (pé).

O binh dién t6 chirc cao nhat, toan bo cudn sach c6 cho théy bat ¢t cAu tric hay su théng
nhat bao quat nao khong? C6 hai khudn mau xuat hién. (1) Nam 16i than tho trinh bay cach
sap xép chiastic [cac chit dugc lip lai theo thir tw nguoc]. (A+ B + C + B'+ A). Chuong 1 va
5 12 nhitng mo ta tong quat hon vé tham hoa; chuong 2 va 4 mo ta rd rang hon céc chi tiét vé
cai chét va sy huy diét. Chuong 3 dung & trung tAm, vé ca hinh thirc (chit viét tit day du hon)
1an ndi dung (161 thi1 toi va tin vao 1ong nhan tir ciia Thién Chua) (Gottwald, IDB 3. 62). (2)
Nguoc lai voi cAu trac tinh hon nay, mot cAu truc nang dong hon da dugc dé xuat (W. Shea,
Bib 60 (1979) 103- 7). Nhu da luu ¥ ¢ trén, nhip tho chu dao 1a nhip 3 + 2 gina. Toan b sach
duogc sip xép theo mé hinh nhip diéu 3 + 2. 3 chuong dau tién tao thanh don vi diu tién, ting
1én dén murc biéu hién dﬁy du nhét trong chuong 3. Sau do, sau mgt khoang durng, xuét hién
hai chuong ngay cang ngan hon, 4 va 5. Sach tao thanh mot bai than thé 16n, ting 1én rdi dan
dan mo di.

5. (IV). Thé loai viin hoc. Céc bai tho sir dung cac hinh thirc vin hoc duoc biét dén & nhimng
noi khac trong Cyu Uéc. Cac chuong 1, 2, 4 phan anh bai diéu van (Gié-ré-mi-a 22: 18; 2 Sa-
mu-en 1: 19-27) ap dung cho toan dan (A-mét 5: 1-2). Chuong 3 vé co ban 1a mot bai than
thd ca nhan (vi dy, Tv 5; 6; 7; 22), va chuong 5, 1a mot bai than thé cong dong (Tv 73; 79).
Khong c6 bai nao trong ) nay dai dién cho mdt hinh thirc thuan tay; tat ca déu duoc pha tron
6 mot mirc do nao do6 vaoi cac yéu td khac (Hillers, Lamentations xxvii-xxviii; Gelin, DBSup
5.239-43). Hinh thtic "Ai ca vé mdt thanh phé sup d6" dugc biét dén trong vian hoc Ludng
Ha (ANET 455-63); nhan ra nhiing diém tuong déng va khac biét, cac hoc gia tranh cai li€u
c6 thé phat hién ra bat ctr anh huong truc tiép nao ddi voi Ai Ca hay khong (khéng: Hillers,
Lamentations xxviii-xxx; T. J. McDaniel, V'T 18 (1968) 198-209; ¢6: W. C. Gwaltney, Jr.,
Scriptures in Context [Sach thanh trong bdi canh] II [bién tap. W. H. Hallo, et al.; Winona
Lake, 1983) 191-211).

Ai ca khong chi don thuan 13 101 thinh cau; dtng hon 13 mot phan Gmg tu phét trudce su hién
dién cua sy hdn loan, dd v, dau khd va cai chét trong cudc séng. Khi ching ta bi tdn thuong
vé mit thé chat, ching ta kéu 1én dau don; khi ching ta bi ton thuong vé mit ton giao, ching
ta than khoc. Thién Chiia duoc ngo 10 truc tiép bang nhitng cAu hoi chan thanh: "Tai sao?"
(Tbi khong hiéu) va "Bao lau nita?" (T6i da dén giéi han ctia minh; diéu gi sé xay ra tiép
theo?). Nhitng dau khd ctia nguwoi néi dugc mo ta theo nhirg cach rap khudn ma tit ca nhimg
nguoi dau khd déu c6 thé nhén ra: bénh tat, co don, xau ho, bi nguoi khac ddi xur té, nguy co
tir vong. Vai tro ctia ké thu thuong duoc thé hién bang cam giac tirc gian va that vong. La mot
hinh thure, than thd c6 phuong tién 1a 161 néi dugce kich tinh héa: ai néi véi ai vé ai? Chua,
Israel (hodc nguoi Israel), va ké thu thé hién vo kich giao udc. Pau khd, dau budn va tirc gian
1a nhitng trai nghiém cling co thé dan dén hdn loan; than thd, ca ca nhan 1an cong d@)ng, cung



cp mot cau trac (dugc nhan manh trong Ai Ca bang cach ghép chir cai dau chit ch&) cho
phép mot nguoi dbi dién va bay to nhitng cam xtic ndy cling nhu giai quyét chung dé c6 mot
tinh hubng lanh manh hon, tron ven hon (W. Brueggemann, Int 28 (1974) 3-19; Int 31 (1977)
263-75; R. Davidson, The Courage to Doubt [can dam dé hoai nghi](Phi, 1983) 155-60;
Mintz, "Rhetoric"; C. Westermann, Praise and Lament in the Psalms [ca ngoi va thd than
trong Cac Thanh Vinh] [ Atlanta, 1981 ]).

6. (V). Than hoc. Israel phai hiéu chan thuong trong lich sir gan day ctia minh vé mat t6n
gido nhu thé nao? C6 mot sb lwa chon duoc dua ra: quay trd lai véi su tan tuy hét 1ong hon
v6i céc vi than cua Canaan (Gr 44: 15-19); ton tho cac vi than Babylon r6 rang manh hon
(xem Is 40:18-20; 41:21-24); ¢ lai trong ton gido Gia-vé va tim kiém & d6 mot sb su hiéu biét
vé dau kho hién tai (P. Ackroyd, Exile and Restoration [luu ddy va phuc hoi] [OTL; Phi,
1968); R. Klein, Israel in Exile [Israel trong canh luu ddy] [Phi, 1979)). Ai Ca c6 18 1a mot
trong nhitng nd lwc dau tién dé lam diéu sau.

Ai Ca bit dau bang cach xem xét ki ludng hién tai. Thyc tai phai duoc ddi dau véi tit ca su
khac nghiét cua n6. Nha tho bi choang ngop bdi mare d¢ dau kho (2:11). Tung cd cai chét, va
dau budn 1a phan tng thich hop duy nhat.

Sau d6, n6 hudng vé qud khir. Gia-vé 1a Thién Chua da dan ho ra khoi Ai Cép, 1ap giao udc
voi ho tai Sinai va dan ho vao co nghiép ctia ho & Canaan. Néu ho van trung thanh véi giao
wdc nay, ho c6 thé mong doi phude lanh; néu khong, 101 nguyén rua giao udc sé theo sau su
bét tuan (Dé nhi luat 28). Gia-vé di chon Pa-vit va hira ring con chau ctia 6ng s& ludn ngu
trén ngai vang (2 Sm 7:8-17) tai Giérusalem, ngai vang sé& vitng bén mai mai (Tv 46; 48; 76)
vi Gia-vé€ da ngy trén Si-on (Tv 91; 96-99). Ai Ca nhan ra réng su dau khd hién tai cia ho
khong phai 1a ddu hiéu cho thiy su yéu dudi cua Gia-vé, ma nguoc lai. Chinh quyén ning cta
Gia-vé da trung phat ho. Ké thu cua Israel duoc nhéic dén trong mot ) dip (1:21-22; 3:52-66;
4:21-22), nhung thudng thi ching mo dan khoi tAm mét. Gia-vé da tré thanh ké thu chinh cua
Israel (2:1-9), pha huy ca con ngudi va Dén tho.

Israel da tro thanh ké thu cua Gia-vé vi toi 16i ciia ho; day 1a nguyén nhan thyc sy cua sy huy
diét. Trong khi tit ca déu da pham t6i, cac nha lanh dao ton gido dic biét bi coi la budc phai
giai trinh (vi du: 2:14; 4:13). Nhitng 101 tha toi dén tr Si-on (1:18,20,22) va nguoi dan (3:42;
5:7,16). Ban chét cua toi 161 van con mo ho; cac chi tiét cu thé khong dugc dua ra. Tét ca
chung déu 1a mot phan ctiia mét toi 161 1on: vi pham giao wdc. Vi pham giao udc di mang dén
loi nguyén rua giao udc. So sanh 1:15,18 voi BE nhi luat 28:41; 1:9 voi 28:43; 2:20 voi
28:53. Khong c6 goi ¥ nao cho thay diéu nay 1a bat cong; trén thuc té, "Gia-vé 1a cong chinh,
to1 da khong vang theo 1énh cua Nguoi" (1: 18).

Israel than tho va th tdi; day 1a nhitng hanh dong cua dtrc tin. Nhung tuong lai thi sao? Co
co s6 nao cho dire tin lién tuc khong? Nha tho cau nguyén xin Gia-vé "¢ gan va ciru chudc
mang song t6i" (3:57-58) va noi voi Si-on, "Hinh phat ctia nguoi dd hoan tat ... Ngudi s&
khong lwu day nguoi nira" (4:22). Trong chwong 3, nhitng hy vong nay duoc dién dat day du
hon. Long thuong x6t va an sung ctia Gia-vé khong bao gio két thic (3:22); Gia-vé "khong tir
b6 mai mai" (3:31). Trong 3: 56-61, nha tho chic chan rang Gia-vé da nghe 10i cau nguyén
ctia 6ng. Gia-vé van ngy trén ngai vang mai mai (5: 19). Bét chap chan thuong 16n cua nhiing
su kién gan ddy, canh ctra dén voi long thuong x6t méi cia Gia-vé van md.



7. (VI). Cach sir dung sau nay. Viéc gan Ai Ca truyén thong cho Gié-ré-mi-a di 1am nay
sinh thuat ngit van hoc "jeremiad" theo nghia 14 101 than thd dai, budn tham vé nhiing ric r6i
ctia mot ngudi. Trong nghé thuat, c6 18 ndi tiéng nhat 1a bt tranh cua Michelangelo vé mot
Gié-ré-mi-a dau budn trén tran Nha nguyén Sistine. Trong 4m nhac, Ai Ca d3 chirng minh
duoc su phé bién hon; cic nha soan nhac chinh cua thé ky 16 da phé nhac cho chung.

Sau khi sy quan tam gidm sut, mot s6 nha soan nhac thé ky 20 (vi du: Leonard Bernstein,
Igor Stravinsky) dd quay trd lai nhitng van ban nay dé 1y cam hing (L. E. Cuyler, NCE 8.
350; B. Bayer, Encjud 10. 1375-76).

Trong cong déng Do Thai, mt trong nhitng midrashim [nhitng bai giang kinh thanh] sém
nhat (thé ky thi 4-5) 1a Lam. Rab [Ai Ca Rab] (M. D. Herr, Encjud 10. 1376-78). Sau nay, Do
Thai gido chi dinh Ai Ca duoc doc vao ngay 9 Ab. Dén thd dau tién da bi pha hay boi
Babylon vao ngay 7 hodc ngay 10 thang Ab; Pén thd thir hai, bai Titus va ngudi La MA vao
ngay 10 thang Ab, nam 70 sau Cong nguyén, va thanh tri cudi cung cua Bar Cochba tai Beth-
Ter, béi nguoi La Ma vao ngay 9 thang Ab, nam 135. Talmud quy dinh ngay 9 thang Ab 1a
ngdy xay ra nhimg tham hoa 16n, do d6 bién né thanh mot trong nhitng ngay budn nhit trong
lich Do Thai (M. Ydit, Encjud 3. 936-40).

Trong sb nhitg nha vin Ki-t6 gido dau tién, 4:20 1a mot van ban rt phd bién duoc giai thich
lién quan dén Chua Giésu. Hau hét cac nha binh luan viét vé Gié-ré-mi-a thudng bao gom ca
Ai Ca. Ai Ca ciing di vao phung vu Ki-t6 gido, dugc doc trong Sach Nguyén trong ba ngay
cudi cung cua Tuén Thanh. Chinh vi nhiing diéu nay ma nhiéu ban nhac duoc sang tac. Do
do, viéc bay to ndi budn, 10i thii nhan t6i 16i va hy vong vao long thuong x4t lién tuc cia
Chua noi Ai Ca di duogc ca hai cong ddng ton gido chuyén thanh cac sy kién dau thuong
trong lich sur cta ho.

(*) The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, Student Edition cac tr.558-560




